Board meeting- November 7, 2008

ATA Conference- Orlando, Florida

Members present:

Claudia Angelelli (CA), Erik Angelone (EA), Sonia Colina (SC), Daryl Hague (DH), Holly Jacobson (HJ), Geoff Koby (GK)

5:04 p.m. – Board meeting convened by GK

I. Approval of minutes from last meeting

CA motioned to approve minutes from April 2008 board meeting, seconded by DH, approved by all present.

II. Secretary-Treasurer’s report

EA reported the total number of ATISA members currently stands at 184. Access for membership will be facilitated via PayPal links on www.atisa.org. New .org address is hosted on the Kent State University server; domain is independent, through GoDaddy.com. CA suggested listing members of the scientific committee on the website, as well as member information in the form of demographics. Both components will be addressed and incorporated in the future.

EA provided an interim financial report, which at the time of writing is incomplete. In August 2008, the ATISA, Inc. account was transferred to Key Bank in Kent, Ohio. Total assets are $5,821.98.  Conference income from ATISA 2008 in El Paso totaled $11,320.00, while conference expenses amounted to $6,635.89. Income and expenses from the period of 4/2/08 through 8/7/08 are unavailable due to missing data resulting from file conversion problems. This data will be provided as a completed financial report  once file conversion issues are resolved. Primary expenses since shifting the account to Kent are legal-professional fees as well as website domain registration for the next five years.

GK mentioned that taxes will be filed via his accountant, a CPA in Kent. This is necessary since tax filing will be more complicated as a result of our non-profit status. Consensus was obtained from the board for doing this. Additionally, to make sure we are self-sustained in the future, GK will ask his accountant to make sure ATISA is in compliance with the 501 (c)(3) non-profit status that ATISA, Inc. has applied for, which grants exemption from federal income tax. Board consensus approved doing so.

III. Journal Editor’s report
Discussion Point 1 = finding time to review manuscripts

GK announced that issue 4.1 of TIS will come out in the spring of 2009.

CA emphasized the importance of establishing a pipeline of articles. Suggestions for theme-based issues should be sent to Brian in advance; such issues may imply targeting scholars on the periphery of T&I to focus on these issues. In light of this, GK brought up the consideration of ultimately expanding the editorial board. Board members are encouraged to send Brian names of key people in the field. CA stressed the importance of establishing a template we use to invite submissions/ reviewers. This task will be linked to the scientific committee. Ultimately, at the recommendation of CA, a database of authors and potential reviewers will be established to expedite the review/publication cycle.

GK pointed out that according to our contract with John Benjamins, the editor is responsible for appointing members to the editorial board in consultation with ATISA and the publisher; ultimately this will be Brian’s call.

Discussion point 2 = TIS special issues

CA and HJ are working on a special issue of TIS to be submitted by mid-December 2009. Brian, as editor, will come up with a list of special topics with input and informal advice from the Board. The question was raised whether the editorial board should see abstracts to determine if the full-length article is worth reviewing. GK proposed contributors should submit abstracts along with full-length papers to expedite the review process.
Discussion point 3 = editor conference attendance

The editor’s report submitted by Brian Baer emphasized the importance of attending conferences to attract submissions for TIS and raise its profile. Additional funding would be needed to attend such conferences, and Brian suggested the utilization of the honorarium/stipend for the editor that was initially offered by JB to cover attendance costs. GK pointed out that the contract is between ATISA, Inc. and John Benjamins, as opposed to the editor of TIS and John Benjamins. A motion was passed declaring that the 750 Euros ATISA, Inc. receives from John Benjamins per contract shall be allocated for reimbursement of the editor for copyediting and editorial expenses, which include, but are not limited to, travel and publicity costs; moved by CA and seconded by SC.

CA emphasized the importance of making sure that ATISA, Inc. maintains control of selecting the editor of TIS. We need to ensure that money is allocated to the editor for enhancing journal marketing. GK will inquire with his accountant about the proper way to pay the editor the aforementioned 750 Euro stipend.

Discussion point 4 = book review editor

Carol Maier at Kent State University has expressed an interest in taking on the responsibilities of book review editor for submissions of this kind to TIS.
DH moved to authorize Brian to offer book review editor duties to Carol Maier; HJ seconded; all Board members in favor.

Discussion point 5 = special publications committee

In his editor’s report, Brian Baer posed the question of whether or not a special publications committee should be established for dealing with these aforementioned issues. GK suggested this is not necessary at present time; we are not large enough to need a publications committee yet. GK proposed that at this point, the matter will be tabled until we receive more information and feedback from Brian. This topic will be posted for further discussion on the Yahoo message board. 

Miscellaneous discussion points

CA advised sending any mistakes concerning the editorial board to Brian and then he will send package of changes to John Benjamins.

GK announced a change that has been made in our contract with John Benjamins, based on a mistake in the original discovered by Isja Cohen, stating that journal costs for members are at 10 dollars per issue. The change made now states that the cost will be 10 dollars per volume. This change is to the benefit of ATISA, Inc. 

IV. Conference venue for 2010

We have received two strong proposals, one from New York University, and the other from the University of Wisconsin Milwaukee. Board consensus is that both proposals are acceptable. NYU can only commit to 2010 and has therefore been selected, upon Board consensus, as the venue to host the ATISA conference in 2010. GK will confirm this selection for 2010 to NYU. He will also inform UWM that their proposal has been accepted, but the final details and dates still need to be determined. Kent State University is committed to hosting the conference in 2012. GK pointed out that Lorena Terando at UWM is not committed to only one particular year and will approach her about hosting and committing to the ATISA 2014 or 2016 conference in Milwaukee. 

The scientific committee will work closely with NYU in preparation for the 2010 ATISA conference.
No decision was made about the venues for 2014 and 2016. At this point, we don’t have any other venue proposals. DH expressed an interest in having Brigham Young University host an ATISA conference in 2014. He will check with Alan Melby and then, should interest exist, submit a proposal by the beginning of December 2008. GK suggested the sequence of BYU in 2014 and UWM in 2016 to maintain geographical balance. 

V. PhD-program review initiative

GK informed the Board that the online Innovation in Translator and Interpreter Training (ITIT) list is hosting a virtual conference seeking input on what constitutes a successful PhD program. CA felt it is important for ATISA to contribute to this conference to enhance our recognition internationally as a scholarly group in T&I studies. SC stressed the importance of interdisciplinarity as a focal point of translation and interpreting studies research being conducted in the U.S. GK will forward ITIT digest posts so the Board can get an idea of the directions the virtual forum discussions are taking. CA has agreed to write up a contributive statement representing ATISA’s stance for posting to the ITIT forum.
VI. Scientific Review Committee for 2010 

GK pointed out that this issue has already been addressed. No further discussion is  necessary at this time.

VII. Translation Summit projects

GK proposed that ATISA should consider setting itself up as an accrediting body for determining what constitutes effective, accredited translation programs in the U.S. This topic will be placed on the agenda for the next Board meeting, with members bringing discussion points to the meeting.

GK then reported on the Translation Summit meeting. ATISA has seat at the table, along with ATA, ACTFL, MLA, and several other organizations. Translation Summit is now supporting Translation World in Toronto in May. A refereeing process will be in place and John Benjamins is interested in potentially publishing a volume. GK is the contact person for the scholarly dimension of this conference. Call for papers will go out in approximately one week. ATISA may want to consider nominating someone to be on the academic review board.

VIII. MLA collaboration and translation session

GK announced that the theme of MLA 2009 will be centered around translation. The incoming MLA president, Catherine Porter, has informed us that we can apply for organizational status with MLA, meaning we can organize an MLA session independent of the MLA programming committee. This would lead to the establishment of an annual session at MLA for academic papers on translation. The Board is very interested in collaborating with MLA and will strive for holding a translation-related session at MLA from 2009 henceforth. 

IX. Creating categories and descriptions of Translation and Interpreting programs

GK informed the Board that ATA will provide ATISA with logistical support for creating categories and descriptions of Translation and Interpreting programs. We need to appoint someone to spearhead this. CA emphasized the importance of ATISA taking full responsibility in creating the categories and categorization criteria. GK proposed Miguel Angel Jiminez-Crespo as someone to potentially target for serving in this capacity. ATISA will also approach Kent State about having a graduate student work on this, perhaps as part of a dissertation project.

Meeting adjourned at 7:16 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Erik Angelone

Secretary-Treasurer

